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MINUTES OF HIGH HAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD  AT HIGH HAM VILLAGE HALL

ON TUESDAY  22nd July  2025 at  7.30pm 


 Present: Nancy Green (Chair), Amanda Chuter,  Rob Webb,  Nick Fear, Rob Rice,  Dave Vigar,            

 V Young (Clerk).

Unitary  Councillors: Richard Wilkins

Public approx: 5

Meeting  opened  at  7.30pm.
Ties and declaration of interest: Catherine Roberts had sent apologies and these were accepted.

County Councillors Richard Wilkins and  Mike  Stanton   had sent apologies.  There were no declarations of interest.
2)  Public Session:  Rob Rice, Rob Webb and the playing field committee and team were thanked for an excellent fete and the village hall committee thanked for an excellent Tea Party.  Concern was raised that recycling was falling out of the recycling lorries once they were.  Concern was also raised that Stert Drove Bridge had no sides.

Richard Wilkins to be asked about these two matters.

3)  Planning applications for consideration:-
25/01814/PAMB  Henley Farm Henley Langport Somerset TA10 9BG

Proposal:  Prior Approval Notification for Change of use of agricultural building to dwelling together with building operations reasonably necessary to convert and extend the building at land adjacent to Henley Farm, Henley Road, High Ham, Langport, Somerset (grid ref 342963, 132268)  -  This application was a notification only application.

4)  Planning applications decided
An application for works to trees at Spindle Cottage had been granted.

5) Councillor Reports – The written reports had been approved.
6)  Approval of Previous minutes.
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2025 were approved as a true record with minor amendment.

7)   Ongoing Action Points and Updates.

Lengthsman:    
This month has been a busy one despite the heat!

At the beginning of the month we did the usual mowing and strimming. Since then, the grass hasn’t grown much but we have kept on top of any patches that needed attention. 

We strimmed and hedge trimmed the visibility splays around the play area and did some more weed killing in the village centre. 

We also cut the verge along Union Drove. 

Ragwort has appeared in a few areas around the village so we have pulled and east with that. We will continue to do so as it appears. 

The tree survey in the cemetery has also been completed and the report will be written shortly. 

We have also cut back the hedges along the inside paths in the cemetery.

Highways/ Footpaths  - Nothing had been heard back about the railings outside Henley Chapel.   High Ham Hill had been marked up by highways.    The repairs to the sunken road by Fiddlers End  appeared to be work In progress.  

Footpaths - The finger post by Stout Hill had rotted and had been reported online for repair.

Millennium Wood – Per  lengthsman report.    
Parish Green – No new matters arising.    Some concern raised re the Churchyard and Harry Plant strimming the area in the summer heat and should it be done or left for wildlife.  It was agreed that he would still strim around the graves but leave other areas when the weather was like this.

There was also concern mentioned about who was responsible for ham Court Wall.  Amanda would try to ascertain the extent of the wall owned by the owners of Ham Court.
Playing Fields  -  The fete had been extremely well attended and raised £451.40.  Thanks were given to Steve for the sound system and parishoners for braving the heat to support the fete.  

The committee were now looking at quotes for repairsThese were in the region of £3024.   Rob Webb proposed and Rob Rice seconded a resolution that the committee could spend up to this figure in principle.  This was carried unanimously.

The launch date for the next round of tesco grants opened shortly.    The committee were also working on a longer term plan for community engagement to support the playing fields in a longer term.  

Craig would be asked  to treat the weeds growing through the new safety surface. 
Cemetery –  Some memorials that were listing would be laid flat.  These were the older ones.  There was also a plot where the ground was subsiding.  Dave would mention to the family.  Craig had undertaken a tree report and there was nothing highlighted as dangerous, but some potential risk areas to be treated.  It was thought that this would be 2-3 days chipper hire at  potentially £200 per day.  The work costs would be at the same rate as the lengthsman’s contract.
Defibrillators – no matters arising
Any other – inc School/Village Hall/ Website–   The Village Hall committee were thanked for a fabulous anniversary tea.  A plaque of remembrance was to be made to honour the 19 lost soldiers in WW1  

The school railings were now fixed. 

Website – training to be arranged
8) Correspondence/Meetings attended /LCN –
Noise complaints were received on a frequent basis from activities at ‘The Heights’.  The number of b and b parties held there were significant and had been reported to environmental health.
9)  Financial
The following payments were authorised
Lengthsman - £758.34

Clerk’s wages - £469.63

Cemetery management payment – £226.67 
Somerset Landscapes - £150.94 (? pending invoice)
11)  Date of next meeting -  confirmed as 22nd July 2025 at 7.30pm 
12)  Items for next meeting.
With no other business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8.30pm
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